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viewing of the presentation and attendance at the
AGM. The plan is that we will gather at 3:30 on line or
in the Elm Room at the Recreation Complex October
8th, following whatever pandemic restrictions are
in place, to watch listen and participate in what is
guaranteed to be a lively discussion on this strategy
to fight climate change.

The CAPR-icorner –
CAPR’s Climate Action
Editorial
I want to begin the introductory piece this time with a
little bragging. The content in this journal gets better
and better, so I am thrilled to invite you once again
to kick back and enjoy the work that is going on in
your community and the thought behind it that you
will find below. The whole idea of this journal is to
create a forum for the important conversations that
we need to have in order to find our way through this
global crisis. Admittedly we are still finding our feet
as this goat with a fish tail (CAPRicorn) and we are
counting on you and others to help us expand and
improve this forum.

Seth’s main assertion is that our government, indeed
every government needs to address this crisis the
way the government of Mackenzie King mobilized
the entire Canadian economy and society to confront
the threat of Hitler in Germany in the Second World
War.
Full mobilization is at this point the only justifiable
response to climate disruption. Please come and be
part of this new beginning for climate action in our
community. If Covid cancels our attempt to meet in
person we can still meet on zoom. So to join us you
need to register at mmerlino@prpl.ca. Stay tuned to
whether we can meet in person.

Last time I talked about the “intersectionality” of all
the important issues facing our community and the
world and how this journal can’t help but reflect that
complexity. Here you will find ongoing discussion
about social and climate justice

Lastly I want to say that you will see that in this
issue we are beginning to include local business
advertising. The chosen businesses are providing
climate friendly technologies and services that
are going to play a major role in our transition to
the low carbon future and we thank them for their
contributions.

(see Fred Guerin’s first in a series on ethics), the
science we need and how to find and evaluate it. You
will find writing on the wildfire situation from a guest
Bob Sandford and of course some lighter material
on culinary delights compatible with a heating world.
You might miss the cartoon character Boze this time,
but I am assured he will return in future issues.

—Jack Anderson

A few weeks ago there was a climate rally at
Willingdon Pavilion and on September 24th there
is the global school walkout and demonstrations
around the world, courtesy of Greta Thundberg and
“Friday For Future” local youth. I hope you can all
come out for that one. It will be in front of our MLA’s
office at 12:30 on the 24th.

Our slogan this issue:
Climate Warriors Wanted

The other event to take place here in qathet is
brought to you by our public library and Climate
Action Powell River. It is a zoom presentation by
Seth Klein author of “A Good War”.
Some of you will know of this book if only by the
book review in this journal a couple of issues ago
or more likely because of the positive press and
accolades it has received from almost every voice
in the environmental movement. Please don’t miss
this one. You need to register online at mmerlino@
prpl.ca
MOBILIZATION is the theme of Seth’s book and the
theme of our Annual General Meeting this year, which
is taking place the same day immediately following
his zoom presentation. We have reserved the Elm
Room at the Recreation Centre for an in person
CAPR-icorn — 2021 September
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during the current decade the combined effect of
anthropogenic and natural climate forcing made
extreme fire risk events in Western Canada 1.5 to
6 times as likely compared to a climate unaffected
by human influence. If you were looking for
a smoking gun to confirm climate change, the
summer of 2018 was it.

Learning from the
Burning: A Tale of Two
Summers
2018 The Summer the World Changed

Prominent climate scientists began saying that
their worst fears were being realized.
The
feedbacks they cautiously projected might further
accelerate climate impacts over a longer time span
were kicking in far earlier than expected. Many
claimed that 2018 may be a turning point in human
history. Several offered that it was in this year that
humanity may have crossed an invisible threshold
into a new and dangerous climate regime in the
Northern Hemisphere and that we have now
entered an era of more severe, if not permanent,
climate disruption.

The heat waves in 2018 were relentless. Japan
experienced 41 °C in some cities with Humidex
readings as high as 48 °C. Record temperatures
killed at least 29 in South Korea. The June heatwave
in Eastern Canada resulted in over 93 deaths in
Quebec. Heat was matched by lack of rain in the
Canadian West with the worst droughts in 50 years
in parts of the southern Prairies.
The summer of 2018 was also an object lesson on
the direct climatic connection between water and its
diametric and symbolic opposite – fire. If you don’t
have one, you get the other. What set the summer of
2018 apart were the wildfires and the endless smoke
that spread across five provinces and two territories
for weeks on end.

After this summer that wasn’t, with its reports of
over 560 forest fires burning in B.C., thousands
on evacuation notices, and smoke that impacted
most of Western Canada and the northern U.S.
well into autumn, many were thinking about where
we are headed and just how fast we may get
there. Getting there didn’t take long, however.
Only three years.

But this didn’t happen just in Canada – the
rapidly moving wildfires in Greece killed 91
people in July at the same time Europe was
fighting wildfires from Portugal to the Swedish
tundra north of the Arctic Circle and across the
normally soggy Welsh mountains. Australia was
fighting unprecedented winter bushfires. And
California had at least eight deaths in its most
sever fire season ever – which even included a
“fire tornado”.

2021 How Could We Not See This
Coming?
Heat waves now annually kill people by the
thousands in concentrated urban areas all over the
world. Rising levels of urban heat are now seen to
constitute the single greatest climate-related threat
to human health globally. WE don’t have to wait for
the future for this. It’s happening now.

And it just kept coming. Fires were also becoming
bigger, hotter and faster.
While constituting
barely 3.5% of all of the world’s wildfires, mega
fires were nonetheless responsible for 95% of
the fire damage. The link to global change was
clear. Because of breakthroughs in the science
of climate attribution it was determined that
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In the face of extreme events like these, systems
breakdown. People discover to their horror that
they can lose everything in 15 minutes. While
climate deniers keep denying, unprepared
governments prevaricate, emergency services
falter, and transportation routes become
unrealisable, people grow afraid and their
mental health and physical health suffer. At a
certain point displaced people run out of places
to go.

Under the June heat dome (hundreds) of people
died of heat stress in the Greater Vancouver Area
alone. By only a few days into July 300 all-time
temperature records had already been broken
in British Columbia, 125 more in Alberta. These
records were not just broken; they were being
shattered day after day ultimately by as much as
5 °C to 8 °C. By Canada Day, four million British
Columbians and 10 million people in Western
Canada alone had been exposed to a major
extreme weather event.

I write this on July 5, 2021.

Temperatures reached 49.6 °C in Kamloops. At
almost 50 °C almost everything becomes more
combustible. The fire that destroyed Lytton was
a top story around the world. The Guardian
in Britain ran a headline that read Canadian
Inferno: Northern Heat Exceeds Worst-Case
Climate Models. The report was correct. Record
temperatures of nearly 50 °C exceeded the worstcase scenarios of existing climate models not just
in Canada but globally.

Welcome to the future.
—Bob Sandford,

Global Water Futures Chair in Water and
Climate Security
United Nations University Institute for Water,
Environment and Heath

What we face is not over. In June there were
5,770 high temperature records broken in North
America, most of them in the last few days of
the month. Drought has spread from Vancouver
Island to Quebec. In many places, crops are
starting to fail.
Then there is the prospect of more lightning
sparking more wildfire. ON July 2nd there were
over 170 new fires in British Columbia alone.
Then suddenly there were 200. And don’t forget
the pyro-cumulonimbus fire clouds sparked
710,117 lightning strikes in 15 hours across
British Columbia between 3:00 PM and 6:00 AM
on July 1st.
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Frontline Communiqué
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contain no cholesterol. They can even improve
weight control due to their richness in protein and
dietary fibers which are carbohydrates with a low
glycemic index.

CAPR Projects
Climate Action Community Cookbook

The main dietary fibers of legumes are
oligosaccharides. Our human body cannot break
oligosaccharides down and will pass them from
our small intestine, where most of our digestion
happens, into our large intestine where most of our
gut bacteria live. Our gut bacteria are extremely
important for us and will be happy about the
oligosaccharides you feed them. They will rapidly
ferment oligosaccharides which may cause copious
quantities of carbon dioxide and hydrogen which will
leave our body as flatus.

One of our climate education projects is in its final
stages! Our educational cookbook is uniting our
community in the battle against climate change
by collecting favorite plant-based recipes of fellow
community members. The science behind the
cookbook suggests an urgent need to drastically
decrease our animal consumption to reduce our
community’s carbon food footprint.
The intention of this cookbook with plant-based
recipes is not a call for veganism/vegetarianism. The
difference between plant-based and vegan is that
plant-based focuses on filling up the plate with plant
foods with individual choice remaining to eat small
amounts of meat, poultry, fish, seafood and dairy.
This kind of diet is known as the Planetary Health
Diet or Flexitarian Diet.

Flatulence is a
natural way for our
body to get rid of
excess gas in our
gut. Everyone is
passing gas up to
14 times or more
a day and there is
a long list of foods
that can cause gas such as broccoli, wheat, sugars,
dairy products, fatty foods and some legumes.
The reason for an increased gas production is the
richness of dietary fiber in legumes. Dietary fibres
are a group of plant-based carbohydrates such as
pectin, beta-glucan, cellulose and oligosaccharide
that have lots of health benefits like lowering the
risk of heart disease and type 2 diabetes, reduce
inflammation, protect against colorectal cancer and
even improve weight control.

You get a sneak peek into the cookbook with the
following article and recipe! Enjoy!
—Elena Martin, PhD
Mother & Nutritional Scientist

LEGUMES – CLIMATE HEROES
By Elena Martin, PhD

There are numerous reasons to increase our
legume consumption. Legumes have the potential
to ensure food security while providing economically
sustainable advantages for farmers as they reduce
the need for chemical nitrogen fertilizer. They
are a strong lever to optimize human health and
environmental sustainability.

Legumes are not only healthy but also a climate
friendly crop.
They are essential for a sustainable diet and
agroecosystems within planetary boundaries. All
family members of legumes, can fix atmospheric
nitrogen with bacteria in nodules on their roots.
They do not require nitrogen fertilizer and grow on
low fertility soils in a range of climates. They are
valuable in a crop rotation as they increase the soil
quality, naturally by bringing nitrogen into the soil
and producing flowers for bees and other insects
as a food source in the agricultural landscape. Most
legumes are pollinated by insects, like bees.

With the rising demand on protein food for our
growing world population (10 billion people by 2050),
meat, dairy and fish cannot be recognized as the
sole sources of protein. Scientists have proven that
industrial animal production is harming our health
and the environment.
The World Health Organization (WHO) grouped red
and processed meat as carcinogenic (cancer-causing).

The Eat-Lancet commission urges us with their
planetary health diet to double the amount of
legumes on our plates. Therefore, legumes are
climate heroes.

Legumes health benefits are defined through their
protein and dietary fibre content. Their protein
content and amino acid profile are unique with a
range of 17-40% in protein. Legumes also contain
minerals and vitamins and are generally low in fat
(except peanuts, soybeans and chickpeas) and
CAPR-icorn — 2021 September
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a gradual increase with
plenty of water and your
gut bacteria will get
adjusted to their regular
feast.

more and more chefs and food developers are
interested in cooking with legumes. Increasing plantbased protein as a dietary component in our daily
food is a demand which needs to be tackled.
Next time you are going grocery shopping, buy some
legumes! It doesn’t really matter if you are buying
dried beans, legumes in cans, or processed legumes
as milk or a meat alternative. Get started somewhere
and explore the food world of legumes!

Start with red lentils
as they are already
split, cook quickly and
Photo: Wild lupine in the
break down into a thick
qathet region.
pureed texture when
cooking for more than
20 minutes. Lentils are a good beginner-friendly
legume. Soak dried lentils in water for an hour
before cooking, there is no need to soak them over
night like dried beans and chickpeas. Don’t use the
soaking water if you try to reduce gas production as
the oligosaccharides will be in the water. The current
social distancing rules are actually pretty supportive
of implementing legumes in your diet and you will
likely prefer tomeet mostly outdoors.

Reference:
Liu, S. , Chen, D. and Xu, J. (2018) The Effect of Partially
Substituted Lupin, Soybean, and Navy Bean Flours on
Wheat Bread Quality. Food and Nutrition Sciences, 9,
840-854. doi: 10.4236/fns.2018.97063.

With all the positive effects of legumes such as
improving soil quality, bringing biodiversity into
agricultural landscapes, and nutritional benefits,

qathet Climate Action Calendar
September 24—Global Climate Strike

November 1–12, 2021

12:30 in front of the MLA Office on Marine.

COP 26

2021 UN Climate Change Conference, Glasgow,
Scotland

October 8—Seth Klein Zoom via Powell
River Library link

Participate at home or at the Rec Plex in the Elm
Room 4 – 5 p.m. Register at ‘mmerlino@prpl.ca’

October 8—CAPR Annual General
Meeting via Zoom

Also live at the Rec plex – 5:15 in the Elm Room
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6. Give your home an energy retrofit.

Let’s Do This –
Climate Stewardship
Tools

You can drastically reduce your carbon footprint by
improving your insulation, replacing an inefficient
furnace or fitting new energy efficient windows.
Start with a home energy audit to find out what
needs to be done first.

Get Involved – 11 Actions You Can
Take to Fight Climate Change

7. If you have to drive, consider an Electric
Vehicle or Plug In Hybrid.

(reproduced from an online media article by Rachel
Kitchin)

Thanks to Ontario’s low-carbon electricity supply,
these can reduce your carbon emissions from
transportation by up to 90 per cent compared to a
regular car. Consumer Reports also says that they
will cost you 50 per cent less in repairs over the
vehicle’s lifetime. And of course you will pay much
less for electricity for your car than for gas.

1. Walk, cycle, or take transit instead of driving.
Transportation is the biggest contributor to
carbon emissions in Ontario – over 35 percent.
Most of these emissions are from passenger
vehicles, so start by considering the impact of your
everyday journeys.

8. Use renewable energy.
Emissions from Ontario’s electricity sector have
fallen in the last 10 years, but creating your own
renewable energy goes much further. You can
do this by adding solar hot water or photoelectric
panels to your roof, or investing in community
solar or wind projects if you don’t have access to a
roof. Adding solar panels reduces our reliance on
fossil fuels and contributes to the move towards a
fully renewable energy future.

2. Limit your consumption.
Modern consumer culture promotes the constant
purchase of new things and disposal of old.
‘Reduce’ is the most important part of the mantra
‘reduce, reuse, recycle. Consider buying second
hand items when you need something new, or
borrowing items for occasional use.
3. Reduce your food waste…

9. Eat less meat and more plant based foods.

…and buy local to reduce the miles your food has
travelled. In 2015, carbon emissions from the waste
sector accounted for approximately five percent of
Ontario’s total greenhouse gas emissions. When
you buy local you are also supporting farmers in
your region and keeping land in food production
instead of being converted to subdivisions.

The meat industry takes up huge amounts of land
and contributes considerably to global greenhouse
gas emissions.
Commitments like Meatless
Mondays, or reducing your meat consumption to
at most one meal per day can have a big impact.
Eat more plants, and try growing some of them
yourself.

4. Use less energy at home.

10. Ask your political representatives to do
more to fight climate change…

25 percent of carbon emissions in Ontario come
from heating and cooling our homes and buildings,
so making your house more energy efficient is a
great way to limit your impact. Getting a smart
thermostat will help you lower your energy use and
lower your energy bills. You can also lower your
heating by a couple of degrees, turn off your air
conditioner when it’s not needed, or hang drying
your clothes instead of using a dryer.

…and support the efforts they are making. Sign
petitions. Write to your MPP, MP, and local
representative, and ask them to support policies
and plans to meet our climate targets. The more
they hear from you, the more they’ll know that it’s
a priority for their constituents.
11. Vote for the environment.
When the time comes to vote – whether it is
municipal, provincial or federal – vote with the
environment in mind. The more we vote for
politicians who take climate change seriously, the
stronger actions elected governments are likely to
take to fight climate change.

5. Limit your air travel.
Taking one round-trip transatlantic flight can
represent up to one-third of the average
Canadian’s carbon emissions for an entire year.
If you can avoid flying with alternatives like rail,
or even enjoying a staycation, choose the lower
carbon option.
CAPR-icorn — 2021 September
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CO2 and Other Garbage
By Mike Demuth, P.Eng., P.Geo.
Research Geoscientist
In this installment of CO2 and Other Garbage we’ll
be introducing you to a class of greenhouse gases
called Chlorinated-Fluoro-Carbons, CFCs for short.
They are entirely produced by human activities, and
have been most commonly found in refrigeration
appliances, including the air conditioning units in
your car or home. They have also been used in
aerosols and industry uses them to manufacture
foams and packing materials.

Monthly mean CO2 concentration (ppm), Mauna Loa
Observatory, 1958—2021 (www.scrippsco2.ucsd.edu/
and www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/ccgg/trends/ )

The use of these GHGs and, as it turned out,
ozone depleting substances declined significantly
as a result of the implementation of the Montreal
Protocol. More on that later. First let’s see where
we are at as it concerns the CO2 levels measured
at the NOAA Mauna Loa Observatory.

Now, take in these words from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change:
The (Shared Socioeconomic)
Pathways
that
limit
global
warming to 1.5°C with limited
or no overshoot, project the
use of carbon dioxide removal
(CDR).
Existing and potential
CDR
measures
include
afforestation + reforestation,
land restoration and soil carbon
sequestration, Bioenergy with
Carbon Capture and Storage,
Direct Air Carbon Capture and
Storage, enhanced weathering
and ocean alkalinization n. These
differ widely in terms of maturity,
potentials, costs, risks, cobenefits and trade-offs

We are up 2.0 ppm from
Autumn Equinox last year, but
CO2
if you check out the details
412.9 ppm
Sept 20, ,2021
with the thumbnail link and the
411.4 ppm
figures herein, you can see
Sept 20, 2020
the strong seasonal drawdown
of CO2. This alone is an
indicator of how important intact forests, tundra
and grasslands are in the Earth’s carbon cycle.
Watch these daily, weekly and monthly values
as the growing season comes to an end in the
northern hemisphere.

Source: Global Warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special
Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above
pre-industrial levels and related global greenhouse
gas emission pathways, in the context of strengthening
the global response to the threat of climate change,
sustainable development, and efforts to eradicate
poverty.

In other words, it’s all-hands-on-deck –
multiple solutions, scales, intersectionality and
considerations of our own personal carbon use.
So, back to CFCs – fully or partly halogenated
paraffin hydrocarbons that contain only carbon
(C), hydrogen (H), chlorine (Cl), and fluorine (F).
They are commonly known by the DuPont brand
name Freon.

Daily (black points), weekly (short, red lines) and
monthly (long, blue lines) CO2 averages at MLO for
the last year. For details, click the figure or head here:
(https://gml.noaa.gov/ccgg/trends/weekly.html)

The overall picture is told by the Keeling Curve.
Go the links in the caption for a detailed history
of the Earth’s CO2 record and how the Keeling
Curve was developed.
CAPR-icorn — 2021 September
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at the Fernie Memorial Arena in Fernie, BC) and
chloromethane. CFCs are non flammable, won’t
support combustion, are not explosive, are non
toxic, and are not absorbed by foods or materials
being kept cold or frozen.

to how it shared the burden over many regions.
Moreover, only slightly more than a dozen years
elapsed between the basic scientific discovery and
the initial signing and ratification of the international
agreement.

Recalling from our 2021 Spring and Summer issues
of CAPR-icorn, greenhouse gas (GHG) molecules
absorb and are energized by the infra-red radiation
attempting to escape our atmosphere. While CFCs
are far less abundant in our atmosphere than CO2,
they are 10,000 times more powerful as a GHG.
CFCs exhibit a residency time of 45-100 years. As
mentioned in the 2021 Summer Solstice issue of
CAPRI-corn and this column, we’ll soon delve into
the aggregate Greenhouse Warming Potential of
GHGs taken together.

The scientific knowledge evolution on the role of
atmospheric carbon and water vapour versus extraterrestrial (not little green beings) effects on the
character of our climate and global change began
in the 1850s!

But that’s only part of the story. CFCs have a
detrimental effect on the Earth’s stratospheric
ozone layer – ozone which helps protect us from
dangerous UV radiation – the Earth’s sunscreen
if you like. A while back, the production and use
of CFCs increased dramatically.
Atmospheric
chemists began detecting increasing abundances
of CFCl3 and other halogenated compounds. In
the mid-1970s, a pioneering study by Molina and
Rowland showed that Chlorine atoms, formed by
the dissociation of molecules like CFCl3, could
destroy ozone; and we’ve all heard about the ozone
hole over Antarctica.

We can and must achieve global action on humancaused climate heating expediently!

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS
As a follow-up to our 2021 Spring and Summer
issues, please keep up to date and check out the
most recent data on Earth System health:

https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/carbon-dioxide/

Enter the Montreal Protocol on Substances that
Deplete the Ozone Layer (open for signature
in 1987). By 1989 and nine revisions since, the
Montreal Protocol was ratified and implemented
by 196 nations and the EU towards protecting the
ozone layer – a phasing out of the production of
numerous substances that are responsible for
ozone depletion. The Antarctic ozone hole is
healing!

https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/sea-level/

The Montreal Protocol is heralded as a tremendous
example on how the world’s nations can cooperate
towards achieving mutual environmental and
societal benefits; it’s success is largely attributed

https://climate.nasa.gov/scientific-consensus/

It’s Not Rocket Science – Your Climate Science Questions Answered
CLIMATE CHANGE IS COMPLEX. WE’VE GOT ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS
Have a climate science question?
Submit them here: michaeldemuth@uvic.ca

CAPR-icorn — 2021 September
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Stop and Go

DID-YOU-KNOW?

by Cynthia Barnes

Here’s what you need to know about
COP26

To whom it may concern

By Cloe Logan | Explainer | September 17th
2021 NATIONAL OBSERVER

Stop greedy corporations

The United Nations climate conference sets the agenda
on climate action around the world, and its results serve
as the framework to hold countries accountable.

Start writing letters

In the wake of a summer of intense heat, flooding, and
wildfires, and amid an ongoing pandemic, some policy
and climate experts are calling this year’s conference,
COP26, our “last hope” for meeting the world’s Paris
Agreement goal. For Canada—the only G7 country other
than the U.S. where emissions have risen every year
since the agreement—COP26 could nudge decisionmakers towards making fathomable climate promises.

Start voting for a climate activist

Here’s what you need to know about what’s on
the agenda at COP26, why it matters, and what
challenges stand in the way of this year’s event.

Start planting your own garden

Stop giving away our lumber, our water, etc.

Stop the buying madness
Start riding an electric bike
Stop driving, Start walking
Stop and smell the roses

Stop the apathy
Start by joining a climate action group

What is COP26?

Stop eating meat

The United Nations’ yearly climate change conference—
also known as COP, short for Conference of the Parties—
has taken place since 1995. The talks gather policymakers,
scientists, environmental activists, and climate experts
from the 197 member countries of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change to set and
work towards global climate change goals. COP has been
held every year for the past 27 years, except 2020, when
it was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Start buying carbon offsets
Stop the lying politicians
Start supporting wise leadership where you can
find it
Stop business as usual
Start knowing your carbon footprint

The meetings serve as a stage for countries to make
commitments on climate change—promises they can be
held accountable for by other countries and delegates.
Each COP features talks from climate experts, panels
with policymakers, and closed sessions with government
officials who negotiate on global climate targets. At
COP26, delegates are expected to finalize the Paris
Rulebook, first set forward in 2015, and wrap up other
important points from the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol.

Stop buying plastic
Start caring for this planet
We know now, We act now, We care always.

Past COPs have produced some key climate
commitments: the 2015 Paris Agreement, which
aims to limit global warming to 1.5 C, was adopted
at COP21. The Kyoto Protocol, another landmark
agreement promising to cut back on global greenhouse
gas emissions, was adopted at COP in 1997.
In 2021, COP26 takes place at the Scottish Event Campus
in Glasgow, Scotland, from Oct. 31 to Nov. 12. Tens of
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thousands of delegates from over 200 countries are
set to attend. The U.K. will host the event and act as a
joint organizer of COP26 with Italy. British Conservative
MP Alok Sharma has been leading preparations as
COP26 president since February 2020. His duties
include organizing the talks, as well as chairing the
Climate Action Implementation Cabinet Committee,
which aims to get governments to net-zero by 2050.

climate change, has said the event is essential to
climate action this decade, and called for a “climate
emergency pact” to be put forward at COP26.

The rise of the youth climate movement and
growing awareness of the climate crisis have also
spawned additional events. Prior to COP26, the
Youth4Climate: Driving Ambition meeting will take
place in Milan, Italy, from Sept. 28 to 30. Four
hundred young people from across the globe are
expected to attend the meeting, which will inform
the negotiation process at COP26. Also before the
climate conference, TED is set to host a virtual event
on Oct. 30 featuring talks that will present “a real
pathway to achieving net-zero.”

“I know, we say this every time … that this is the big
one, but this is the climate ambition-raising COP,”
said Turcotte.

Isabelle Turcotte, director of federal policy at
Canadian-based think tank the Pembina Institute,
says this round of climate talks marks the most vital
milestone since the 2015 Paris Agreement.

During the Paris Agreement, countries promised to
update their nationally determined contributions —
the emission-reduction targets and goals unique
to each country — every five years. COP26 was
delayed a year due to the pandemic, so countries are
now a year behind on the first post-Paris milestone.
Last month’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change report sounded the alarm bells, warning the
world’s Paris target of limiting global temperature
rise to 1.5 C is slipping out of reach, making the
timing of this year’s COP especially pertinent.

Why does COP26 matter, and why do
some view it as our last chance to get
on the right track?

Having the conference already put off by a year
also makes it more pressing, says Ian Bailey, a
professor of environmental politics at the University
of Plymouth in England.

COP26 represents a crucial opportunity to get the
world’s climate action back on track. John Kerry, the
United States’ special presidential envoy for climate,
has called the meeting the “last, best hope” for the
world to act on the climate crisis. Earlier this year,
Pope Francis, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and
the spiritual leader of Orthodox Christians published
an open letter asking for climate talk participants to
“listen to the cry of the Earth.” The Climate Vulnerable
Forum, a group of countries dealing with the brunt of
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Putting off COP26 has meant many countries,
including some of the biggest emission
contributors, such as the U.S. and China, have
already submitted their updated climate goals,
Bailey explains. Originally, countries would have run
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environmental groups pushing for the event to be
postponed due to the pandemic.

their goals past other participants, who would then
encourage each other to strengthen their promises.
However, with COP26 being delayed by a year, that
now isn’t the case, and Bailey says many countries
still “fall short” of the commitments necessary to meet
the world’s Paris target.

They worry the lack of access to COVID-19
vaccines and the expense of quarantine and
travel for delegates from many countries mean
the Glasgow-based event won’t be as equitable or
effective as it should be. Although five billion doses
of the vaccine have been administered across
the world, only around 15 million of those doses
went to low-income countries, many of which are
on the U.K.’s “red list” — meaning unvaccinated
individuals would need to complete a costly 10-day
quarantine in a hotel.

What are the main goals of the
conference?
COP26 has four main goals:
1) Keep 1.5 C of warming within reach and
secure net-zero emissions by 2050.

Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg has said
the vaccine inequality problem means she likely
won’t attend this year’s event, and that delaying
the climate talks is the only feasible option. It’s
too late to shift COP26 to a virtual format, she
argues, noting inequity in access to the internet
and computers.

2) Preserve natural habitats by maintaining
and restoring ecosystems, which includes
preparing communities for the impacts of
climate change.
3) Complete rich countries’ promise to put
forward at least $100 billion in climate finance
per year by 2020, and get international financial
institutions to contribute to net-zero initiatives.

“Inequality and climate injustice is already the heart
of the climate crisis. If people can’t be vaccinated
and travel to be represented equally that’s
undemocratic and would worsen the problem,”
tweeted Thunberg.

4) Work together to finalize rules proposed
during the Paris Agreement and collaborate to
tackle the climate crisis.

“Vaccine nationalism won’t solve the pandemic.
Global problems need global solutions…”

It also provides some detail on how the world could
move closer to net-zero, such as by accelerating the
phase-out of coal around the world.

So far, the meetings are set to go ahead. On Sept.
10, COP26 announced some vaccines were sent
out to delegates in poorer countries, and that a
fund has been started to cover quarantine costs for
those who will be required to isolate after travelling
to the U.K.

Funding for climate action — particularly the
commitment from rich countries to provide $100 billion
in climate finance per year by 2020 — will be a major
topic of discussion at COP26. Canada is co-leading
the development of an international climate finance
action plan ahead of COP26 alongside Germany,
which they say will help low-income countries deal
with and fight climate change.

—Cloe Logan

The G7 summit earlier this year — which included
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the U.K.,
the U.S., and the EU — failed to commit any new
funding to address the world’s climate goals, and
developing countries are urging rich nations to
cut emissions faster and provide more financial
support to poor nations vulnerable to the climate
crisis. A September 2020 report from Oxfam found
carbon emissions of the most wealthy one per cent
were more than double those from the poorest half
of the world.

Why are some climate activists calling
to postpone COP26?
Calls to put off COP26 have been mounting in
the lead-up to the conference, with over 1,500
CAPR-icorn — 2021 September
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The Colander – Climate Friendly
Nourishment
Sample recipe from our Community
Cookbook!

Instructions

Lentil Bolognese

Heat the olive oil in the pot over medium heat.
Add the onion and sauté until translucent, about
2 minutes. Stir in the carrots and optional veggies
and sauté until veggies have cooked down, about
5 minutes. Add the garlic and stir to combine, then
add the diced tomatoes, veggie broth, lentils, spices,
pepper and maple syrup. Stir to combine. Bring to a
boil, then cover, reduce the heat to low, and simmer
for about 30-40 minutes, until the bolognese is
thickened and lentils are soft. Add salt to taste.

“Increasing your bean, pea, lentil and other
pulses (legumes seed) consumption in your daily
food is a major climate action!”
Ingredients for four servings
2-3 table spoons olive oil
1 medium onion minced
3-4 garlic gloves minced
2 medium carrots, sliced

Cook pasta according to the package instructions.

1 can or glass bottle of diced tomatoes
(or fresh tomatoes from garden or
farmers market)

Serve the bolognese sauce over the pasta.
Garnish with fresh parsley or basil leaves.

1 cup vegetable broth

Source: Adapted from https://tasty.co/recipe/
one-pot-lentil-bolognese

1 cup dried brown lentils
Spices for seasoning like dried basil,
Italian herb mix and oregano

Tip: If you are not used to eat lentils you can soak
the dried brown lentils for 30-60 min or substitute
them with dried red lentils.

Salt and pepper
1-2 tablespoon of maple syrup or other
sweetener to remove acidity from
tomatoes
Optional
veggies
to
add:
mushrooms, zucchini or pepper

Add salt after legumes have cooked for a while
as salt can make them leave hard.

Add

Climate tip: Get your legumes plastic free at our
local zero waste grocery stores.

Dried pasta of your choice.
Unmitigated climate change would, in the long
term, be likely to exceed the capacity of natural,
managed and human systems to adapt.

IPCC—Code Red for
Humanity

Many impacts [of climate change] can be
reduced, delayed or avoided by mitigation.

By Mike Demuth, P.Eng., P.Geo
Research Geoscientist

Notwithstanding that there were disagreements at the
highest level on some of the wording and emphasis
in relation to Adaptation versus Mitigation (sound
familiar?), what made a most distinct impression
on me during that time was the colossal consensus
building effort that was involved in generating
the agreement on the texts – they include three
massive Working Group tomes under the Climate
Change categories: i) The Physical Scientific Basis,
ii) Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability, and iii)
Mitigation, and syntheses of each.

My first involvement with the Inter-governmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was back during
the evolution of the Fourth Assessment Report (AR4)
and its release in 2007. Along with Mr Gore, the
IPCC and its authors and reviewers became “Nobel
Peace Prize Laureates”, and many governments of
the day, while lauding us with luncheons, plaques
and crystal, let the Report languish on shelves along
with some of its assertions:
Most of the global average warming over the
past 50 years is “very likely” (greater than 90%
probability, based on expert judgement) due to
human activities.
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So here we are, some 14 years later, better
observations,
better
modelling,
two
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15

Issue III — Fall Equinox

in every region across the globe. Evidence
of observed changes in extremes such as
heatwaves, heavy precipitation, droughts,
and tropical cyclones, and, in particular,
their attribution to human influence, has
strengthened since [the last Assessment
Report].

Assessment Reports and numerous Special Reports
under our belts (https://www.ipcc.ch/reports/). It
seems we may be taking human caused climate
heating more seriously—especially since the irony of
this advertisement by Humble Enco in a 1962 issue
of Life magazine:

Improved knowledge of climate processes,
paleoclimate evidence and the response of
the climate system to increasing radiative
forcing gives a best estimate of equilibrium
climate sensitivity (ECS) of 3°C with a
narrower range compared to [the last
Assessment Report].
Global surface temperature will continue to
increase until at least the mid-century under
all emissions scenarios considered. Global
warming of 1.5°C and 2°C will be exceeded
during the 21st century unless deep
reductions in CO2 and other greenhouse
gas emissions occur in the coming decades.

This giant glacier has remained unmelted for centuries.
Yet the petroleum energy Humble supplies—if converted
into heat—could melt it at a rate of 80 tons each second.

Continued global warming is projected
to further intensify the global water cycle,
including its variability, global monsoon
precipitation and the severity of wet and dry
events.

The IPCC Special Reports I have taken the most
interest in include those related to the Cryosphere
– my laboratory, part of the Earth’s air con. Then,
the most recent Assessment Report (AR6) was
released—deemed a Code Red for Humanity by UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.

Under scenarios with increasing CO2
emissions, the ocean and land carbon sinks
are projected to be less effective at slowing
the accumulation of CO2 in the atmosphere.

We will get into a brief overview of the AR6 report
shortly, but permit me to state that between the AR4
and the AR6 we have gone from the above noted,
relatively simple findings to a Code Red—notably,
in the time (about 14 years) it took from problem
recognition to the implementation of a multi-lateral
solution as it concerns CFCs and ozone depletion.

Many changes due to past and future
greenhouse gas emissions are irreversible
for centuries to millennia, especially
changes in the ocean, ice sheets and global
sea level.
With further global warming, every region
is projected to increasingly experience
concurrent and multiple changes in climatic
impact-drivers. Changes in several climatic
impact-drivers would be more widespread at
2°C compared to 1.5°C global warming and
even more widespread and/or pronounced
for higher warming levels.

The IPCC AR6 Working Group I—The Physical
Science Basis, makes the following assertions. As an
exercise, the reader should dive into the details of these
assertions (includes the calibrated language describing
uncertainty) provided in the report (https://www.ipcc.ch/
report/ar6/wg1/). Even the summary documentation is
lengthy and comprehensive, so bear with me.

Low-likelihood outcomes, such as ice
sheet collapse, abrupt ocean circulation
changes, some compound extreme events
and warming substantially larger than
the assessed very likely range of future
warming cannot be ruled out and are part of
risk assessment.

It is unequivocal that human influence
has warmed the atmosphere, ocean and
land. Widespread and rapid changes in
the atmosphere, ocean, cryosphere and
biosphere have occurred.
The scale of recent changes across the
climate system as a whole and the present
state of many aspects of the climate system
are unprecedented over many centuries to
many thousands of years.

From a physical science perspective,
limiting human-induced global warming
to a specific level requires limiting
cumulative CO2 emissions, reaching at
least net zero CO2 emissions, along with
strong reductions in other greenhouse gas
emissions. Strong, rapid and sustained

Human-induced climate change is already
affecting many weather and climate extremes
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reductions in CH4 emissions would also
limit the warming effect resulting from
declining aerosol pollution and would
improve air quality.

Some of the climate heating issues facing us are not
only a manifestation of the changes in our geophysical
world, but also our state of mind – making decisions
in the absence of complete information, too much
noise in that information (thanks social media!), and
perceptual and cognitive challenges.

Scenarios with very low or low GHG
emissions lead within years to discernible
effects on greenhouse gas and aerosol
concentrations, and air quality, relative
to high and very high GHG emissions
scenarios.
Under
these
contrasting
scenarios, discernible differences in trends
of global surface temperature would begin
to emerge from natural variability within
around 20 years, and over longer time
periods for many other climatic impactdrivers.

My colleague, good friend and fellow western
Canadian, Ecological Historian and Water Policy
expert, Bob Sandford and I have traded notes
on these matters. Inevitably, the whole notion of
memes comes up—an idea passed on from one
person to another by non-genetic means. They
can be slogans that capture a train of thought.
Advertisers and public relations folk use them to
manipulate all manner of sensibility.

Now that is some information to digest!
Congratulations to those of you who got into the
details – I’m still slogging through them! As we said
earlier in the CO2 and Other Garbage column, it’s
ALL HANDS ON DECK!!

Thanks to the professional climate change denial
community, in-part supported by massive fossil fuel
industry interests, they’ve come up with a real, as Bob
put it, show-stopper! “Gloom and Doom”. Drop that
little gem and everything climate heating becomes
shrouded by suspicion or is just plain ignored.

Can we recognize the problem? We have. Can we
mitigate it and adapt? We absolutely can! Are there
seemingly insurmountable problems? ‘as sure there
is snow in the Alpine in winter (uhm, not so sure
about that sometimes...

The thing is, the global climate system and the Earth
system writ large do not care if we ignore them. Since
the Earth system self regulates through biodiversity,
it does not care much what life forms make up that
biodiversity. While we are presently a dominant life
form, a warmer world makes no guarantees that we
will remain so.
So, returning to and considering the statements
made by the IPCC in all of the assessment reports
and special reports, I often hear, from more
conservative sides of the ledger, that the IPCC
is always “changing the goal-posts”. Well, if that
is not a complete misunderstanding of science,
I don’t know what is! Science is not about truth.
Science is about finding truth. Just because
science evolves its findings does not mean it lied
to you. It means it learned more.
Orwell said “If liberty means anything at all, it
means the right to tell people what they don’t want
to hear”. It’s election time. Do the hard work. Let
the seriousness of the situation motivate you—
find the climate warrior in you.
—MND

Slogging through the mud of the Saskatchewan Glacier
forefield, Columbia Icefield, Banff National Park, Alberta.
Jocelyn Hirose photograph, May 14, 2013.

1 ECS describes how the climate responds to radiative forcing – essentially the long-term increase in global average
temperature expected to occur after the effects of a doubled CO2 concentration have had time to reach a steady
state or, “equilibrium”. Based on multiple lines of evidence, the very likely range of ECS is between 2°C (high
confidence) and 5°C (medium confidence). The AR6 assessed best estimate is 3°C with a likely range of 2.5°C to
4°C (high confidence).
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without them we would needlessly suffer and our life
would be cut short. Moreover, they presuppose a
single good that we are ethically obliged to hold up
as supremely valuable: life itself. If life has intrinsic
value then it follows that the conditions that make life
possible must also be precious and valuable. Here
we might identify such things as the energy provided
by the sun, atmospheric conditions that protect us
and enable the biosphere to flourish; oceans and
plant life that provide food sources, produce oxygen,
and absorb carbon; biodiversity that helps maintain
healthy ecosystems. All of these latter are conditions
that enable life and make our earth habitable.

The Environmental
Ethics of Climate
Action Powell River
by Fred Guerin, PhD.

Part I

This is Part One of a three-part series on
ethics and climate warming by Dr. Frederick
Guerin who is currently writing a book
on environmental ethics. Dr. Guerin has
taught courses in environmental philosophy
at VIU, and also chairs the Powell River
Philosopher’s Café

Unfortunately, since at least the industrial revolution
many of these conditions are being profoundly
threatened by human activities—activities that
have raised the temperature of the earth, poisoned
lands, and oceans, and devastated biodiversity by
releasing greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere.
It is precisely this state of affairs that makes many
people question whether human beings actually care
about the earth. Caring for the earth, and developing
a sense of empathy for other living things is not
immediate or instinctive, but rather something we
must develop and cultivate over time by making the
effort to understand how we are connected to and
dependent upon other living creatures, and how we
can negatively affect the health of the biosphere, the
oceans, and lands that sustain and nourish us.

When we think of ethics we typically think of a set
of principles or social rules of conduct that help us in
particular situations to do the right thing. However, to
act in an ethical way is not just to slavishly follow rules,
but at a deeper and more thoughtful level attempt
to determine what is of value. To value something
is to see it as important or significant—as standing
out among other things. We value many different
things. We might, for instance, value a great work of
art by Henri Matisse, a gift we were given by a loved
one, a hand-made desk, our new iPhone, a favorite
novel, our pet iguana. The latter may indeed be
highly esteemed, and their loss would, undoubtedly,
be keenly felt. But it is fair to say that if we could no
longer experience or possess them, we would still be
able to carry on.

While it is quite clear that we are each, as individuals,
responsible for the kind of world we live in, the
responsibility for the current climate crisis is, by no
means, equally distributed. In the wealthy global north,
we take advantage of cheap goods made by individuals
who are paid starvation wages and work in wretched
conditions. Poor countries of the global south who are
the least responsible for causing climate warming are
those who suffer most from its effects.

There are also what we might call instrumentally
valued things—things that help us to realize or attain
other things we consider to be of more fundamental
value. For example, we value money because it
allows us to feed, clothe and educate ourselves and
our children. We value exercise because it helps us to
stay healthy; we value our garden tools because they
help us to grow food, we value our car because it gets
us from here to there, and so on. There are political
values, cultural values, professional or workplace
values, all of which typically involve following codes of
conduct that have emerged over time.

However, it is also true that the impact on climate
warming by individuals is minimal when compared
to that of corporations who profit from deforestation,
factory farming, corporate agriculture, extraction of
fossil fuels, and to local and national governments
who regulate (or fail to regulate) these industries.
The most egregious lie that governments, fossil fuel,
and polluting corporations have ever told is that it is
consumers who have chosen to live in ways that are
detrimental to the environment. The problem with
this conclusion is that the majority of human beings
never actually made the choice to live in such a
world. Since the beginning of the industrial revolution,
their options have been entirely circumscribed by
corporations, politicians, and a capitalist financial
system that is built for and in the interests of wealthy
elites. This economic system is kept intact by political

However, to value something at a fundamentally
ethical level is to see it as vitally important—so
important that its absence would deeply diminish
or profoundly compromise our physical health
or our psychic well-being. Thus, from an ethical
perspective, we value intangible goods such as love,
friendship, and community. From a more concrete
perspective, we value goods such as potable water,
breathable air, nutritious food, adequate shelter, and
an environment that enables human health and wellbeing. These latter goods have intrinsic worth since
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decision-makers who are motivated by expediency
and deference to the powerful rather than by an ethic
of care for the future health of the planet.

with all living things. To care for the earth and for the
health and well-being of other forms of life is not just
to respect limits and possibilities, but to protect and
nurture our world into the future—and ultimately to
give thanks for the miracle of life itself.

This brings us to the role that Climate Action
Powell River can play in raising consciousness and
encouraging citizens to press local, national, and
global governments and industry to radically reorient
the way they think and operate in a world we inhabit
together. The first task of environmental ethics is to
join the dots between climate warming, environmental
decimation, ongoing racist and colonial practices,
and massive wealth disparities between the global
north and south. Connecting the dots between these
various intersecting issues means finding what is
common among us while respecting differences. It
is premised on the idea that we can indeed develop
and cultivate an ethic of care based on empathy

In the next CAPR Newsletter, I will elaborate in more
detail the assumptions involved in an environmental
ethic of care, and summarize the basic findings of the
most recent Intergovernmental Report on Climate
Change. In the final installment, I will look at how an
ethic of care can be woven into practical policy at the
local and global level, and how Indigenous peoples
of the global north and south can provide all of us
with ways of thinking and acting based on respect for
life, future generations, and mother earth.
—FG

say environmental fears are “profoundly affecting
huge numbers of young people”.

FROM THE KIDS

Chronic stress over climate change, they maintain, is
increasing the risk of mental and physical problems.
And if severe weather events worsen, mental health
impacts will follow. The report says young people
are especially affected by climate fears because
they are developing psychologically, socially and
physically.

Climate change: Young people very
worried—survey

By Roger Harrabin—September 2021		
BBC environment analyst

A new global survey illustrates the depth of anxiety
many young people are feeling about climate
change. Nearly 60% of young people approached
said they felt very worried or extremely worried.
More than 45% of those questioned said feelings
about the climate affected their daily lives.

The lead author, Caroline Hickman from Bath
University, told BBC News: “This shows eco-anxiety
is not just for environmental destruction alone, but
inextricably linked to government inaction on climate
change. The young feel abandoned and betrayed by
governments. “We’re not just measuring how they feel,
but what they think. Four out of 10 are hesitant to have
children. “Governments need to listen to the science
and not pathologise young people who feel anxious.”

Three-quarters of them said they thought the future
was frightening. Over half (56%) say they think
humanity is doomed.
Two-thirds reported feeling sad, afraid and anxious.
Many felt fear, anger, despair, grief and shame—as
well as hope. One 16-year-old said: “It’s different for
young people—for us, the destruction of the planet
is personal.”

The authors of the report, to be published in the journal
Lancet Planetary Health, say levels of anxiety appear
to be greatest in nations where government climate
policies are considered weakest. There was most
concern in the global south. The most worried rich
nation was Portugal, which has seen repeated wildfires.

The survey across 10 countries was led by Bath
University in collaboration with five universities. It’s
funded by the campaign and research group Avaaz.
It claims to be the biggest of its kind, with responses
from 10,000 people aged between 16 and 25.

Tom Burke from the think tank e3g told BBC News:
“It’s rational for young people to be anxious. They’re
not just reading about climate change in the media—
they’re watching it unfold in front of their own eyes.”

Many of those questioned perceive that they
have no future, that humanity is doomed, and that
governments are failing to respond adequately.
Many feel betrayed, ignored and abandoned by
politicians and adults. The authors say the young
are confused by governments’ failure to act. They
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“I don’t want to die, but I don’t want to live in a world
that doesn’t care for children and animals” says a
young person answering survey.
The authors believe the failure of governments on
climate change may be defined as cruelty under
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human rights legislation. Six young people are already taking
the Portuguese government to court to argue this case.
The survey was carried out by the data analytics firm Kantar
in the UK, Finland, France, the US, Australia, Portugal, Brazil,
India, the Philippines and Nigeria. It’s under peer review on
open access.
Young people were asked their views on the following
statements:
People have failed to care for the planet:
83% agreed globally, UK 80%
The future is frightening:
75%, UK 72%
Governments are failing young people:
65%, UK 65%

A symbol of hope, love and a
reminder…

Governments can be trusted:
31%, UK 28%

Have you seen this symbol around the
community yet? Signs are popping up
here and there, on lawns, in windows,
on bumpers. This symbol signifies our
caring hearts for our planet, our home.
It is a simple reminder of our concern
and willingness to make positive
change. Please join with us in this sign
campaign. If you want a sign just email
us at ‘climateactionpr@gmail.com’.

— Roger Harrabin

Ed

From the NATIONAL
OBSERVER SEPT 2021
“The rise of the youth climate
movement and growing awareness of
the climate crisis have also spawned
additional events. Prior to COP26,
the Youth4Climate: Driving Ambition
meeting will take place in Milan, Italy,
from Sept. 28 to 30. Four hundred
young people from across the globe
are expected to attend the meeting,
which will inform the negotiation
process at COP26. Also before the
climate conference, TED is set to host
a virtual event on Oct. 30 featuring
talks that will present “a real pathway
to achieving net-zero.”
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Future Ground Network (by DSF)
Climate Action Network Canada
Environment and Climate Change Canada’s climatedata.ca
Geological Survey of Canada – Climate Change
Geoscience Program

CAPR Climate
Action Networking
Organizations

Provincial/Regional

Sunshine Coast Climate Action Network
BC Forestry Reform—by Forest March BC
Forest Watch Vancouver Island
Climate Action Comox Valley
West Coast Climate Action Network
UnSpoiled Coast
BCIT Centre for Ecocities

This is where we are connecting for climate
education, information and action:

Local

Council of Canadians
Skookum Food Provisioners
Powell River Farmers Agricultural Institute
Powell River EV Network
Fridays for Future Powell River
Pesticide Free Powell River
qathet Old Growth
Tla’amin Nation Salmon Hatchery
Myrtle Creek Jr Stewards
Malaspina Land Conservancy Society
Malaspina Naturalists Society
Meatless Monday Powell River
PROWLS—Powell River Orphaned Wildlife Society
Let’s Talk Trash
Powell River Salmon Society
Brooks Secondary Environmental Club
Climate Action Powell River Society

International

350.org
www.co2.earth
Sierra Club
UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
Arctic Council’s Arctic Monitoring and Assessment
Program (AMAP)
WMO Global Cryosphere Watch
World Glacier Monitoring Service, wgms.ch
NASA
NOAA
One Earth
One Planet Network
The Anatomy of Action.org
The Climate Institute
Our World in Data
UNDP – Oxford Peoples’ Climate Vote
The Elders.org

National

The Climate Emergency Unit—Seth Klein
The Climate Reality Project Canada
Climate Caucus
David Suzuki Foundation (DSF)

Please tell us where you are connected.
Diverting this “catastrophic” path means building
climate action into the world’s pandemic recovery,
and the General Assembly is seen as the last
opportunity to lock in global commitments before
next month’s G20 in Rome and November’s COP26
climate change conference in Glasgow.

Reading, Watching and
Listening
Prosperity Without Growth —
Foundations for the Economy of
Tomorrow

On Monday, UK Prime Minister Johnson -- a cohost
of COP26 -- will sit down with the Secretary-General
and dozens of other leaders for one of few in-person
meetings to discuss the environment, focusing on the
G20’s responsibilities. That same day, UN climate
chief Patricia Espinosa, former US Vice President Al
Gore and COP26 chair Alok Sharma, will speak at a
high-powered event on how to deliver the goals set
out in the 2015 Paris accord.

by Tim Jackson 2nd Edition 2017

CNN September 18, 2021 on Climate
Looming just as large as the political dramas are
the deadly consequences of global warming, after a
year of historic heat, wildfires and floods.

A special open Security Council debate on climate
and security follows on Thursday, and a virtual event
on sustainable energy will be held the next day -- the
first such high-level event since 1981.

According to a new report released Friday by the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change, the planet
is careening toward warming to 2.7 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels -- far above the 1.5 degree
Celsius limit scientists say is necessary to stave off the
worse consequences of the climate crisis.

The week will also be an opportunity for some
countries and businesses that haven’t yet set
ambitious goals for carbon neutrality to finally do so
and capitalize on the global attention.

Climate is the only thing Russia and the US can
agree on right now. That’s how bad it’s got.
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CAPR ON FACEBOOK
Keep abreast of global climate change activities,
events, and study with Climate Action Powell River’s
Facebook ‘blog’. Google Climate Action Powell River
to get the link to our Facebook page. Here is a list of
recent posts:

September 2021

Your last minute guide to where the parties stand on
climate action
NATIONALOBSERVER.COM

Climate Change: Young People Very Worried—Survey
BBC.COM

Climate Migrants: Report warns 200 million could be
pushed out of homes by 2050
GLOBALNEWS.CA

Turkana: ‘Water has Disappeared’

Scientists race to preserve crucial climate records in
glacier before they melt away

The planet is on a ‘catastrophic’ global warming path
UN report shows

Scientists are potty-training cows in a bid to help save
the planet

Here’s what you need to know about COP26

Overview: Weather, Global Warming, and Climate
Change

CBC.CA

BBC.COM

CNN.COM

CNN.COM

NATIONALOBSERVER.COM

CLIMATE.NASA.GOV

Climate Change Babies		
MONDEFILMS.CA

PROFESSIONAL
PERFORMANCE,
LESS NOISE,
ZERO
EMISSIONS.

Why Natural Gas is Unhealthy
UNNATURALGAS.ORG

Together We Rise: The Power of Female Leadership
to Solve Climate Crisis
EVENTBRITE.COM

Climate Change: UN warning over nations’ climate plans
BBC.COM

Now, every election is a climate election and every
vote a climate vote
NATIONALOBSERVER.COM

The worst drought I’ve ever seen (on Canada’s
prairies)		
BBC.COM

Thousands call for fossil-fuel non-proliferation treaty
as UN meeting kicks off.

© 2020 Husqvarna AB. All rights reserved.

NEW

NATIONALOBSERVER.COM

Most nations fall short in plans to curb climate change,
report finds

PROFESSIONAL
BATTERY PRODUCTS

K535i POWER CUTTER

520iHT4 HEDGE TRIMMER

550iBTX BACKPACK BLOWER

CBC.CA

Potential on your rooftop: Solar energy boom keeps
installers busy
CBC.CA

Not a single G20 country is in line with the Paris
Agreement, analysis shows
CNN.COM
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ab imo pectore

Acknowledgements

You might be curious what this Latin phrase
means, popularized by none other than Julius
Caesar. Various English translations exist including
“speaking from the heart”, “sincerely”, and “with
deepest affection”.

CAPR considers it a great privilege to foster
the development of closer and meaningful
relationships with the land, the ocean and the
atmosphere; and communication with stewards of
place through a recognition of living history and
the interconnectedness of our communities. This
June 21, 2021 is the national 25th anniversary
celebrating the heritage, diverse cultures and
outstanding achievements of First Nations,
Inuit and Metis peoples.

I can say without hesitation that many of us feel such
affection for the planet we and many other species
live on. It is a beautiful, miraculous, precious
creation of the universe, as is all life upon it.
The state which we humans have reduced it to, and
the incumbent threat posed to its life supporting
environment have become intolerable for many.

Many thanks to contributors: Jack Anderson,
Cynthia Barnes, Mike Demuth, Bill Lytle-McGhee,
Elena Martin, Bob Sandford and Fred Guerin. The
Editor for this issue of CAPR-icorn is Bill LytleMcGhee with assistance from the rest of the crew.

It is time for a radical transformation in what is
considered important in life. Hint: not material
possessions! If the consumption of the Earth’s
resources and the contamination of the natural
environment continues apace, future generations
will have nothing left but a polluted poisoned ball
floating in space.

Want to place an advertisement or contribute
something?
Send to: climateactionpr@gmail.com

So if you haven’t developed this “deep affection” for
the Earth which is the only thing that sustains you,
ask yourself, why not?
BLM

Top of the Hill Solutions

For all your off-grid needs
6105 Lund Street 604 483-9006
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